
best known for the building-like facades cut
into the local red stone during the Nabatean
era. We will approach the site through the Siq,
a narrow passage through the surrounding
mountains. The most famous structure—more
than 150 feet tall—is the Khazneh, or Trea-
sury, but there is much else to see: the Royal
Tomb, the Palace Tomb, an amphitheater, a
colonnaded street and the Temple of the
Winged Lions. We will have lunch at the
Basin restaurant among the ancient ruins; at
the end of the day we return for dinner and our
overnight at the Panorama Hotel.

Day 8 (Sunday, May 24):
Today we will enjoy the wonderful views from
Little Petra, inhabited in Nabatean times and
home to the Painted House, rock-cut stairs
and striking facades. Next will be Beida, first
settled 9,000 years ago, when man was first
experimenting with agriculture; then we con-
tinue to Wadi Rum, one of the most spectac-
ular natural settings in the Middle East, with
striking mountains, canyons, springs and
rock bridges. After lunch at the Wadi Rum
rest house, we begin a 2-hour Bedouin 4x4
jeep tour in the desert. Then we’ll continue
to Aqaba, were we will have dinner and
overnight at the Aqaba Gulf Hotel.

Day 9 (Monday, May 25):
Take your time at breakfast as today is free day
of leisure in Aqaba, the resort town on the
Gulf of Aqaba (also known as the Gulf of Eilat)
and its famed coral reefs. Enjoy a wide range
of water sports—swimming, boating, diving,
snorkeling or just lying along the golden
beach. Dinner at Floka restaurant and
overnight at the Aqaba Gulf Hotel. (No lunch
included on this day).

Day 10 (Tuesday, May 26):
After breakfast, we will be transferred to
Queen Alia International Airport, with full
assistance with luggage and check-in. Depart
for New York and your homes, where you
can begin to tell friends and family of your
once-in-a-lifetime visit to Jordan.

The tour director may make changes to the
itinerary to accommodate local conditions.
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itineraries are subject to change. Prices quoted for this tour are based on a minimum group size of 
15 participants and on currency rates of exchange as of August 1, 2008.

I have carefully read the itinerary for this tour, as well as the terms and conditions of participation
and the refund policy on the Biblical Archaeology Society’s Web site, and represent that I am phys-
ically and mentally fit to be able to participate in it and recognize and accept any risks thereof and
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Saturday, May 16, 2009:
Departure by air from New York to Amman,
Jordan.

Day 1 (Sunday, May 17):
Arrive at Queen Alia Int’l Airport in Amman,
Jordan, where the BAS group will be met and
transferred to the Regency Palace Hotel. After
check in, the group will enjoy dinner and an
introductory talk on the country’s long history,
with a focus on its many Biblical connections.
Overnight at the Regency Palace Hotel.

Day 2 (Monday, May 18):
After breakfast, our group departs for a tour of
the city of Amman, which, like ancient Rome,
was built on seven hills. In Biblical times, the
city was known as Rabbah (or Rabbath)
Ammon; in Roman times it was a member of
the Decapolis, ten cities linked by commerce
and Roman administration. Highlights in
Amman include the Citadel, the Roman the-
ater and odeum and a nymphaeum (a temple
and fountain dedicated to the nymphs). We
will continue to see the cliffside caves at Iraq
Al Amir (“Caves of the Prince”) and then on to
Jerash, another member of the Decapolis and
home to spectacular Roman-era remains that
recall Beth-Shean in Israel. Visitors pass
through a Triumphal Arch and see the Hip-
podrome, a home to sports and spectacles
that could hold 15,000 people. We will see the
Temple of Zeus and the Cardo Maximus,
the main street flanked by beautifully carved
columns. Also here are numerous churches
from the early centuries of Christianity, many
of them featuring elegant mosaics. Lunch will
be at a Lebanese-style restaurant in Jerash.
Return to Amman for dinner and overnight at
Regency Palace Hotel.

Day 3 (Tuesday, May 19):
Breakfast, then depart to see the archaeologi-
cal excavation at Tell el-Umeiri, which fea-
tures a reconstructed four-room house, of
the type thought to have been used by the

early Israelites. We then visit Um Jimal, the
Roman city built of black basalt stone,
Mafraq, with its view of the (now extinct)
Jebel Druze volcano, and Um Qais, which
was known as Gadara in Biblical times. This
was the site of the incident in the Gospel of
Matthew (chapter 8); while Jesus was visiting
the land of the Gadarenes, he encountered
two people tormented by demons; Jesus cast
the demons out into a herd of swine that were
grazing nearby. Gadara was another member
of the Decapolis and boasts a museum (which
served as the home of the Ottoman governor),
a colonnaded street, baths and mausoleums.
We will have lunch at Romero Um Qais, then
on to Pella, an archaeological tell (mound) in
a lush setting and which has been occupied for
6,000 years. Also today we will stop at Tell
Deir Alla, where the Balaam inscription was
found; the inscription mentions by name the
Biblical figure famous for his talking donkey.
We will enjoy dinner in the Kan Zaman vil-
lage on our way back to Amman, where we
will overnight at the Regency Palace Hotel.

Day 4 (Wednesday, May 20):
After breakfast, we depart to visit the famed
Desert Castles, a string of fortifications built
in oases east of Amman. At Qasr Amra (the
“Red Castle”), an early Islamic period hunting
lodge, be sure to note the murals displaying
wild game, look at the mosaic floors under-
neath you and, in the domed steam room, be
sure to look up to see the depiction of the
night sky. At Qasr Kharanneh we will see
Jordan’s only three-story Arab castle; Qast
Azraq, along a centuries-old trading route,
served for a time as Lawrence of Arabia’s
headquarters, and we will see the room in
which he recuperated after being tortured by
the Turks. We will have lunch at the Azraq
Palace Hotel and then continue to Bethany,
where tradition says John the Baptist baptized
Jesus. Our last stop for the day is at the Dead
Sea, where we will check in at Dead Sea Spa
Hotel, have dinner and spend the night.

Day 5 (Thursday, May 21):
After breakfast, we head to Mount Nebo,
from where Moses looked on the Promised
Land but from which he could not enter.
From the peak of this sacred mountain, we,
too, will look into Israel and see the Jordan
River, the Dead Sea, Jericho and the hills of
Jerusalem and Hebron. We go next to the St.
George Church at Madaba, with its famed
mosaic map of the Holy Land. Constructed in
560 and made of two million colored stones,
the map depicts Byzantine-era Palestine,
especially Jerusalem. We will visit Mukawer,
or Machaerus, a desert fortress built, like
Masada, by the infamous King Herod and
where Salome is said to have danced. After
lunch at the Haret Jdoudna restaurant, we will
continue on to Um Rassas, which boasts 15
churches, including the Church of St.
Stephen and its intricate floor mosaic. We will
also visit the Dead Sea Panorama, the hilltop
complex that explains the Dead Sea and why
it is shrinking. We return to the Dead Sea Spa
Hotel for our dinner and overnight.

Day 6 (Friday, May 22):
Breakfast, then depart to visit Ghor Safi, the
Byzantine-era church and monastery at the tra-
ditional site of Lot’s Cave, where Lot and his
daughters fled after the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Next we visit Kerak, the unoffi-
cial capital of southern Jordan and home of a

well-preserved Crusader castle, one of
the finest in the Middle East. After
lunch at the Kerak rest house, we move
on to Wadi Hasa, on the boundary
between ancient Moab and Edom, and
Shobak, with its own Crusader castle,
though this one was heavily rebuilt by
the later Mamlukes and Ottomans. At
the end of the day, we arrive in Petra,
where we will have dinner and
overnight at the Panorama Hotel.

Day 7 (Saturday, May 23):
Start off with a full breakfast and get
ready for one of the highlights of the
trip: a full-day tour of Petra. You’ve
seen it in the Indiana Jones movies,
now see this spectacular site for your-
self. Called Sela in the Bible, Petra is
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