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About the Biblical Archaeology Society
The excitement of archaeology and the

latest in Bible scholarship since 1974

The Biblical Archaeology Society (BAS) was founded in 1974 as a nonprofit,
nondenominational, educational organization dedicated to the dissemination of information about
archaeology in the Bible lands.

BAS educates the public about archaeology and the Bible through its bi-monthly
magazine, Biblical Archaeology Review, an award-winning web site www.biblicalarchaeology.org,
books and multimedia products (DVDs, CD-ROMs and videos), tours and seminars. Our readers
rely on us to present the latest that scholarship has to offer in a fair and accessible manner. BAS

serves as an important authority and as an invaluable source of reliable information.

Publishing Excellence

BAS'’s flagship publication is Biblical Archaeology Review. BAR is the only magazine that
connects the academic study of archaeology to a broad general audience eager to understand
the world of the Bible. Covering both the Old and New Testaments, BAR presents the latest
discoveries and controversies in archaeology with breathtaking photography and informative
maps and diagrams. BAR’s writers are the top scholars, the leading researchers, the world-
renowned experts. BAR is the only nonsectarian forum for the discussion of Biblical archaeology.

BAS produced two other publications, Bible Review from 1985-2005, and Archaeology
Odyssey from 1998—-2006. The complete editorial contents of all three magazines are available
on the BAS Library. The BAS Library also contains the text of five highly-acclaimed books,
Ancient Israel, Aspects of Monotheism, Feminist Approaches to the Bible, The Rise of Ancient
Israel and The Search for Jesus. Yearly memberships to the BAS Library are available to
everyone at www.biblicalarchaeology.org/library. This comprehensive collection of materials is

also available to colleges, universities, churches and other institutions at www.basarchive.org.

Widespread Acclaim
The society, its magazine, and its founder and editor Hershel Shanks have been the
subject of widespread acclaim and media attention in publications as diverse as Time, People,
Civilization, U.S. News and World Report, The New York Times, The Washington Post and The
Jerusalem Post. BAS has also been featured on television programs aired by CNN, PBS and the
Discovery Channel. To learn more about the Biblical Archaeology Society and subscribe to BAR,

go to www.biblicalarchaeology.org.
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Also from the Biblical Archaeology Society

The BAS Library

Articles found in this e-book are available fully illustrated in the BAS Library, along with more than
30 years of articles by the world’s foremost scholars of Biblical archaeology and related fields.
Whether for school, work or personal knowledge, this is the perfect site to explore the Bible,
ancient Near Eastern, Mediterranean and Classical history, anthropology, religion and, of course,

archaeology. More information at www.biblicalarchaeology.org/library

Mysteries of the Bible: From the Garden of Eden to the Shroud

of Turin

Edited by Molly Dewsnap Meinhardt

Which persistent questions can we hope to answer and which mysteries must
remain mysteries? Discover the latest thinking on the Garden of Eden, Noah’s
Ark, Mt. Sinai, and the Ten Lost Tribes, the Ark of the Covenant, the Holy Grail, the Shroud of

Turin and more in this softcover book. More information at www.biblicalarchaeology.org/store

Where Jesus Walked DVD

Hear from the excavators who are bringing the Gospels to life with startling
discoveries. See the compelling evidence at Nazareth, Galilee, Capernaum,
Bethsaida, Qumran, Sepphoris and Jerusalem in this 90-minute documentary

DVD. More information at www.biblicalarchaeology.org/store

The Bible is for Living: A Scholar’s Spiritual Journey

by Philip J. King

One of the most eminent Bible scholars of our times caps his career with this
personal look at what the Bible means to us today, both as individuals and as a
society. King draws on his tremendous learning to bring the Bible to life in this

hardcover book. More information at www.biblicalarchaeology.org/store

Jesus: The Last Day

Edited by Molly Dewsnap Meinhardt

Why did the Romans arrest Jesus? What happened at Gethsemane? Which
route did Jesus follow to Golgotha? How did the earliest Christians interpret his

Passion? Where was Jesus buried? Find the answers to these and other key

guestions in this softcover book. More information at

www.biblicalarchaeology.org/store
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Introduction

The time-honored traditions of Christmas are dear to the hearts of Christians today. The
story of the first Christmas recaptures the imagination as it is retold year after year in Bible
readings, carols, Christmas pageants, live manger scenes and créche displays, to name a few.
Perhaps in the midst of all this, we might wonder what the story of Jesus’ birth meant to the
earliest Christians. How did their story differ from the one we tell today, and what significance did
they give to each member of the cast of characters? In the articles that follow, expert Bible
scholars and archaeologists offer glimpses of the first Christmas as recounted and understood by

those who first told the beloved story.

Early and modern-day Christians alike have been captivated in particular by the three
magi in the Christmas story. Author Robin Jensen tells us that early Christian art contains more
representations of the adoration of the magi than of the infant Jesus in the manger. What key
theological message did the early Christians see in the story of the magi? Jensen uncovers the
answer by tracing the magi's numerous appearances in art and literature from the period in

“Witnessing the Divine: The Magi in Art and Literature.”

Perhaps the most mystifying part of the magi’s journey is the star that guides them.
Scholars and astronomers have tried for some time to identify a celestial event that corresponds
with the magi’s guiding star, in part because it would also pinpoint the date of Jesus’ birth. Where
modern science fails to explain the mysterious star, Babylonian astronomy gives better clues in
“The Magi and the Star: Babylonian Astronomy Dates Jesus’ Birth” by Simo Parpola.

In contrast, author Dale C. Allison, Jr. does not look to astronomy for an explanation of
the magi’s star, though he does look heavenward. In “What Was the Star that Guided the Magi,”
he suggests that another sort of celestial entity was the bright light that guided the magi’s journey

to pay homage to the infant Jesus.

The star, tradition tells us, led the magi to the tiny Judean town of Bethlehem. However,
many scholars of the New Testament have come to the conclusion that Jesus was born in

Nazareth, not Bethlehem. Still others remain convinced that the first Christmas took place in
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Bethlehem. “Where Was Jesus Born?” offers a two-part exploration of both possibilities. Steve
Mason’s “O Little Town of ... Nazareth?” looks at the passages in the Biblical text that suggest
Nazareth was Jesus’ birthplace. Jerome Murphy O’Connor supports the Bethlehem tradition

using archaeology, the gospels and other ancient texts in “Bethlehem ... Of Course.”

Sara Murphy
December 2009

© 2009 Biblical Archaeology Society Vi



